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Jazz
Discussion 1: The Great Migration
The great migration is a historical shifting of the black population who lived extensively in the Southern side of America to the Northeast and west sides. Consequently, this has remained one of the most significant historical migrations since its occurrence from 1916 and 1970. Over six million African American’s took the road during this period. The leading causes of this great movement were attributed to at least three social factors; increased racial discrimination in the south, small economic prospects in the southern region, and lynching. However, Homer (2020), purports that the migration had considerable impacts on the development of Jazz music in specific in three ways. People got employed, and most blacks could afford to buy records and, hence, increased Jazz music sales. Secondly, the Jazz musicians became exposed to good education, which helped expand their understanding of music. Finally, the rise of the civil rights movement led to most musicians writing freedom Jazz songs, which made them not only fashionable but also influential.
Discussion 2: Harlem Renaissance
The Renaissance period is perhaps one of the most significant times of African American history in the United States of America. The period was characterized by an explosion in the African American culture where all forms of artistry became a tool to express all their state of mind. It took place at around 1920 and influenced African Americans from all corners of the world, as explained by (Harrison-Kahan, 2005). Louis Armstrong, Dizzy Gillespie, and Duke Ellington were among the Jazz musicians who had their career sprung by this Harlem renaissance. Harrison-Kahan (2005), also explains how the Jazz musicians started using the piano as opposed to the old Jazz, which majorly focused on the use of brass instruments.
Consequently, this was an essential move, as it bridged the gap between the rich and the poor. The piano was an instrument for the rich. This led to a whole new style of playing the piano known as the Harlem stride style.
Discussion 3: Louis Armstrong
Louis Armstrong was born in an impoverished setting in the area of New Orleans on the fourth day of August 1901. After the father abandoned them and the mother turned to a lady of the street, the young boy was forced to drop out of school and start working for a Jewish family as a jumble collector. According to Collier (1983), he was arrested in 1912 after firing a gun and was taken to a children’s home where he started learning music. After being released from the house, he had an extreme passion for love and began making music. In his career, he majorly majored in playing the trumpet and similarly was a vocalist. He is dubbed the most celebrated soloist in the Jazz music history by many scholars following his ability to lead his band in playing the trumpet and singing. Collier (1983) states that Louis was able first to invent a Jazz mode in which a musician plays it as both a vocalist and an instrumentalist. He also won numerous awards, including the Grammy, and composed thousands of hit songs for decades.  
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